
 
 

 
 

 
 

“North Korea: What Can We Expect in 2016?” 
 

By Sejun Park, NKSC US Chief Executive Officer 

January 29, 2016 

 
Barely one month into 2016, North Korea already asserted to the international community that it has 

no intention of drawing back its efforts to develop a nuclear weapons program, nor its bellicose 

rhetoric. The latest nuclear test has yet again tried the patience of not only South Korea and the U.S., 

but also China; yet the North Korean regime remains ever-defiant and uncooperative. 

This week, U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry visited China to urge the Beijing leadership to take more 

action to curb North Korea’s nuclear program. South Korea and the U.S. are considering the 

deployment of a missile defense system to South Korea - a move to which China has not been 

favorable. However, the U.S.’s increased efforts to form a ‘united front’ with China signal recognition of 

need for China to play a more decisive role in addressing the ‘North Korea problem’. It remains to be 

seen whether China will take a more resolute approach towards North Korea in 2016. 

The most important issue at hand, however, is the impact that this nuclear test has on the North 

Korean people themselves. We cannot forget that it is the North Korean people who suffer every time 

their leadership announces a nuclear test. 

In light of this continued belligerent behavior from the North Korean regime, NKSC asserts that the 

most crucial, strategic issue to consider with regards to policy in North Korea is promoting change led 

from within - by the North Korean people themselves. International efforts towards North Korea 

should not be distracted by nuclear tests into focusing solely on matters of security and defense. 

In 2016, NKSC will continue to work tirelessly to bring freedom of information and freedom of 

expression to North Korea, as part of our strategic goal of empowering North Koreans so that they 

may lead towards positive change. Our work has already had an impact on the lives of ordinary  

North Koreans; more North Koreans have access to outside information and media than ever before, 

and we remain committed to our goal of ensuring a continuous flow of free information. 

 



 
 

 

 

This year, NKSC will also be launching a U.S.-based leadership development program for young 

defectors, focussed on mentorship, dialogue on North Korean issues, and practical professional 

development components. We believe in the potential and talent of North Korean defectors, who have 

experienced life in both a closed dictatorship and a thriving, open democracy and we are excited to 

support them to become leaders. 

 

As an action-based think tank, NKSC believes it is our inherent responsibility to create space for the 

ordinary person to engage with North Korea issues. While we conduct research and speak with experts 

and policymakers, we also believe that the most meaningful action emerges from grassroots efforts 

led by individuals. Through our 2016 leadership program in the U.S., we hope to inspire supporters 

across all professions - supporters like you - to engage with young North Korean defectors on a shared, 

powerful learning experience. 

 


